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Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, last
year’s natural disasters in the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands have left thousands of prop-
erties damaged and destroyed. The vast
majority of those homes, businesses,
and critical infrastructure have yet to
be repaired.

It is imperative that any funds au-
thorized and intended to be allocated
for the Virgin Islands be released to
the territory immediately.

While the Federal funding does not
include the full amount or all of the re-
quests of the Virgin Islands, it will
help substantially in the rebuilding ef-
forts to create better housing opportu-
nities, to help build a resilient utility
system, burying lines, creating
microgrids, and implementing renew-
ables in our energy portfolio.

Due to the tenuous position of the
U.S. territories, the U.S. Virgin Islands
has been unable to pay contractors up
front for critical repairs. We don’t have
the millions to pay up front and seek
reimbursement from the government.

Treasury and its Secretary has been
unwilling to lend us or loan us, under
reasonable terms, the money that Con-
gress allocated for us to be loaned.

I am requesting that the Federal
Emergency Management Agency expe-
dite the release of the funds to the
Sheltering and Temporary Essential
Power pilot program immediately so
that project contractors and sub-
contractors may be paid as soon as pos-
sible and recovery efforts continue.

Mr. Speaker, when contractors lay
off workers, our economy falters. And
as hurricane season is beginning, this
needs to be done now.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DONOVAN) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 7, 2018, at 9:04 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1692.

That the Senate passed S. 2857.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 88.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 1397.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 1719.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 1900.

With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 5895, ENERGY
AND WATER DEVELOPMENT AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2019, AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 3,
SPENDING CUTS TO EXPIRED
AND UNNECESSARY PROGRAMS
ACT

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 923 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 923

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 5895)
making appropriations for energy and water
development and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes. The further amendment
printed in part A of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion shall be considered as adopted in the
House and in the Committee of the Whole.
No further amendment to the bill, as amend-
ed, shall be in order except those printed in
part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules and available pro forma amendments
described in section 4 of House Resolution
918. Each further amendment printed in part
B of the report shall be considered only in
the order printed in the report, may be of-
fered only by a Member designated in the re-
port, shall be considered as read, shall be de-
batable for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, may be withdrawn
by the proponent at any time before action
thereon, shall not be subject to amendment
except amendments described in section 4 of
House Resolution 918, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. All points of order against such fur-
ther amendments are waived. At the conclu-
sion of consideration of the bill for amend-
ment the Committee shall rise and report
the bill, as amended, to the House with such
further amendments as may have been
adopted. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 3) to rescind certain budget author-
ity proposed to be rescinded in special mes-
sages transmitted to the Congress by the
President on May 8, 2018, in accordance with
title X of the Congressional Budget and Im-
poundment Control Act 1974. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. The amendment printed in part C of
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto,
to final passage without intervening motion
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the Majority Leader and
the Minority Leader or their respective des-
ignees; and (2) one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.

SEC. 3. The provisions of section 1017 of the
Impoundment Control Act of 1974 shall not
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apply to a bill or joint resolution introduced
with respect to the special message trans-
mitted under section 1012 of that Act on May
8, 2018.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. TORRES), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Resolution 923 provides for the
consideration of two important bills re-
lated to Federal spending of taxpayer
dollars.

The first, H.R. 5895, the combined ap-
propriations bill, containing three indi-
vidual fiscal year 2019 Energy and
Water, Legislative Branch, and Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs
bills, provides the annual funding for
these Federal departments.

The second bill, H.R. 3, the Spending
Cuts to Expired and Unnecessary Pro-
grams Act, is a critical bill to honor
the House Republicans’ commitment to
eliminating wasteful Federal spending.

The resolution before us this after-
noon provides for a structured rule for
H.R. 5895. Yesterday, the House passed
the first rule pertaining to this bill,
providing for 1 hour of general debate
on the measure. Today’s rule makes in
order 40 amendments offered by both
Democrats and Republicans.

House Resolution 923 also provides a
closed rule for H.R. 3, the rescissions
package, but does execute Leader
MCCARTHY’s amendment which incor-
porates President Trump’s revised and
updated spending proposal.

One hour of debate time for H.R. 3 is
provided, divided and controlled equal-
ly by the majority leader and the mi-
nority leader or their respective des-
ignees.

Finally, the rule provides the minor-
ity the customary motion to recommit
on both pieces of legislation under con-
sideration.

H.R. 5895, the Energy and Water, Leg-
islative Branch, and Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs Appropria-
tions Act of 2019, funds a net total of
$144 billion in base discretionary spend-
ing, $33 billion for defense, and $112 bil-
lion for nondefense purposes. The to-
tals reflect the amount specified in the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018.

Division A of the appropriations
package funds the Energy and Water
Development and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act at nearly $45 billion,
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